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Letter from Germany 

--- 

Schleife, Stall 111, June 3 

  The reason for writing to you about 

Germany is because I had the opportunity 

today to read the American newspaper with 

Hantschko at boom gate stall 111. It is 

becoming more expensive, week after week, 

here in Germany with 1 lb. of meet costing in 

excess of 9,000 marks already, 1 lb. of 

margarine 8-9,000 marks, 1 egg 450 marks, 

100 lbs. of rye 90,000, one shirt 3,000-4,000 

marks, re-sole 1 pair of shoes 12,000-15,000 

marks yet, the weekly income lags by quite a 

margin relative to the price increases. We, at 

the railroad, earn 55,000-60,000 marks per 

week. One has to budget very carefully in 

order to be able to buy the most needed things. 

I am very curious as to how long this can go 

on. Children are dying of malnutrition and 

those who do not die are very weak and appear 

quite sickly. One must soon wonder whether 

there is any justice. Take a look at the animal 

like behavior by the Belgians and French in 

the Ruhr district and their mistreatment of men 

and women, where the Germans are shot dead 

by the French and Belgians out in the open. 

Men are arrested and jailed and then 

mistreated in the most gruesome manner. 

Women and children are evicted from their 

homes without any possessions and are left, on 

their own, to find new living quarters. Can it 

therefore be determined if one lives in 

peaceful or war-like conditions? Any 

reasonable person would have to say that we, 

in Germany, live a life worse than that of 

slaves. I don’t understand how so many other 

neutral countries, knowing of the French and 

Belgian behavior in Germany, can be so 

indifferent to this situation – is there no justice 

anymore? Are the Germans the only guilty 

ones for the war? It is time for a higher order 

to intervene and judge that the full measure 

has now been extracted. 

 This is enough for today but there is more 

to come. 

  Sincerely,    

K. Welchenwaerter   

Stand-in at stall 111. 


